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amnesty international

IRAQ

"Disappearance” of Shi‘a clerics and
students

Al INDEX: MDE 14/02/93
DISTA: SCICOIGA

APAIL 1993 SUMMARY

On March 20 199 the Grand Ayatolizh Abu al-Qassem al-Kho'i, Shi'a Tslam's most
senior cleric, was taken into custody by lragqi government forees following an armed raid
on his residence in te southern city of al-Najal. Seven members of the Grand
Ayatallzh’s family, including twa of his sans who were with him at the iime of the raid
were glso arrested. During the following days a total of 108 people, including theology
stisdencs, aides and stafT of the Grand and seven of his relatives were detained.
A number of people apempting to guard the residensce @t the Gme of the raid were said
1o have been killed by Iragi soldicrs,

The Grand Ayatollah was effectively placed under house arrest until his death on
& August 1992, OF the 108 people arrested at the same time, two, a Pakistani national
and one of the Grand Ayatollah's sons, have been released. These has been no news
abwwit the Tate or whereabouts of the other 106 detainees since their arrest and Amnesty
Inernational believes thar they have “disappeared™ while in custody. Amnesty
Ineernational faars that some of the detainees may have been tortured and that some may
have been, or remain at serious risk of being. execuled,

The arrest and subsequent “disappearance™ of the Shi‘a cleries, studens and
relatives of the Grand Ayatoliah, as well as the house-arrest of the Grand Ayatoliah
himself, 100k place (n the context of the brutal suppression by [ragi forces of the
uprising which swept zcross the couniry in the weeks following the defeat of the Iraqi
army in the Gulf War. In southern Irag, according 1w informaiion received by Amnesty
International, the Iragh Government has stepped up its cfforts w terrorize the Arab Shi'a
Muslim population of Traq’s major southern cities and jowns and the local population of
the southern marshes (af~ahwar). The organization belicres that the government has not
only Laken punitive measures against those suspected of having participaied in the March
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Prcture: Redtars

The hanging days

EVERY Monday and Wednesday,
as regular as clockwork, it was
execution day for Saddam’s political
opponents at his largest and most
notorious jail.

The killings went on at Abu Ghraib
prison, on the western outskirts of
Baghdad, until ten days before the
war, Many executions involved
hanging but there are claims that
others were by firing squad.
Although there are nearly 1,000
graves in a part of the town's
cemetery set aside for the prison’s

dead, no-one knows exactly how
many people have died at Abu
Ghraib since the early 1980s. ‘Most
weeks they would come with bodies,
sometimes one, sometimes ten,” said
grave-digger Mohammed Alaa.
Rasul Abeid, who read passages
from the Koran as victims were
buried, added: ‘The security men
would bring them, no-one else was
allowed near.” Iraqis searching for
lost relatives have been frustrated
hecause graves were marked only by
a number inscribed on a metal plate.
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Execution of

|HAQ. alleged plotters

Early this year Al reeived reports
that 14 army personnct and offi-
cials of the ruling Ba'th Party had
mmhnﬂwm
ipation in & coup Altempt, Another
£3 prisoners, mowtly army desen-
ers, were said to have been ex-
ecuted in December 1988,
Large pumbers of military per-
sonael and civiliand--perhaps a8
many ai 2l-were believed to

picion of plotting & coup, Of those
Ba‘th Pany officials were report-

ﬂmiﬁﬂﬂiﬁmdimhﬂd

L whmﬂprmnnlhﬂn

Alhmﬁmllhmoﬂl
of ithe people anrested but it does
ot know whether those executed
wene among them. Mo of the ar
rests were said 10 have been car-
ried out in Baghdad and Mosul;
otheis were in the Samarma’
region of Baghdsd Province,

In & separsie incident approxi-
maely £3 poople arrested in June
or July 1988 were reporied o
have been executed in mid-
December. The majority were
army desertens who had gone into
hiding in villages around the Koi

from  several
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procistmed by the [ragi Govern-

right of appeal.

In Iragi courts lawyers are
povernment: and their
ao0ess 10 cliemts is severely res-
tricted. Confessions extracted
undes 1ormure arc frequently used
ar 2 basis for coaviction and
defendants an trial for their lives
wre ofien deniad the right to call
witmegses of 1o sobmil evidence in
their defence

have been armesied in the thind L
week of December 19858 on sa- §

armested, 14 anmy personnel and (B

edly executed in carly January i
1989. The executions were secrel |

Sagyid Hassan Sayytd “Abd ab-Hads
Iy o Iraq ln 1985

W Fiease send courteous Jetters:

® yrping an immedinte cessation

of all exccutions;

® urging the suthoritics 1w pro-

vide information on the prisoners
exccuted in December

reponedly
1985 and Jamuary 1989 and 10
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amnesty
infernational |

lsrematmngd Semiatict « 10 Sootampton Sucet » Loadon WCZE THE « United Kizgdors » Telophone: 01830 7788 « Telex: 73

rer AT Indexs

EXTERAAL
geceral discribecient vistr: LA

14503/
c

f June 1981

Furthes information on UA 11B/B3 (MDE 16702783 1& May) - Fear ol Tortoe
Cuncern/Geat
IRAG: Membews of the Al Rakism £ou

Araesty ernaticnal has teceived reperts that six of the 130 neabers
of the Ab lakis family who were arvested om the might of 5710 buy 1382 vexe
executad in pricos in bagadsd on 19 May 1943 after heinp torcursi. Those
Teportod 1o have been executad lave been named as;:
fiz Al Fakie, brother of Mahammad Bagher A] Hakin
4 21 Sohib, aged &1, brother of Muihammad Bagicr Al lakia
A Hugain, aged 37, brother of Iﬁdnmid Eagher Al Hakam

Wahub, sged 37, uth—_ of Mubgmmad Baghar Al ilakin
Mb'hn!.' of Muhaosad Sagher Al Hakim

tiang mre reported te heve baen uitasesed by syacoIlub
fusgain, vko had also beon arrested on nign. ol
tranain was subsequently released
e the Iragi authorities o Muka
.‘:u!--md Bagho: Al Bakin to cesis
vernment. Saryid Muhawead Bussaio vas Lobd by the
Tzagl that his four sons, vho had been arresicd with him,
wauld exoputod If he d1d not dsliver the wossage o Huhaenad Baghew
AL Hikim in [ran and retien o Irag. Mo wad céported Bo Turkey and rravellod Fro-
there £9 fran put has not recurmed to [rag) Therd his been oo nevs of the fate of
Bis aome.
Further arrests of che Al Maklm famdly are Teporced to have taken place
zince /10 May 1983. These arcestad dneluds the two gons of Abd AL Razzag
Al Hakim: Mathan, sged 12, and Kuréddis, SRed ¥, Wives and dsughters cf those
arvested are soid to have been either afcested thessalvan of to hove pons
into hiding.
There
gaecutod

Eears that furthor members of the AL Hakim family may b
:t those in detention may be torivred.

ivme &f Ayatallnh M

ronge ITom Gine M

aew clogyenn, Tb Ls balleved that wans of thew say
cnce, derained for the aen—vio eepian of e
wid a(llt(h

conat benc Loul sy
riher recomsended metion:

Plemse contirue to seod appeale:

capressing docp regrek about che mxgd exscotions of nix cembers of
tho Al Wakin fandly snd wling “that mo further axscutions tals place.
State hznesty Incersacional's Gncenditlogal oppesicice to thw death

penaley.
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alleged KDP members, None of
these children was more than 13
vears old a the time of their
arrest
B Mirza Rasho was six vears ofd
when he was imprisoned in 1985,
He is currently held in Mosul
B Lami Khan ' Abd al-Bagi Taha
was 12 when she was imprisoned
in 1985, She is now held in
[hehok
B Ladhgin Sabri Hussain was 10
years old when imprisoned in
1985, He is corrently held in
Muosul
W Muhammad "Omar Najm was
11 when imprisoned in 1985 He
is novw held in Tikrit.
M Jumt'a ‘Abd al-Bagi Tshs was
11 when imorisoned in 1985, He
is now held in Duhok.
B Mardan Rasho was 13 when
imprisoned in 1985, He is now
held in Maosul,

Tragi laws prohibit wnure and
preseribe penalties for torturers or
those wha initiste torure, Yet

y ill-creared
ke in the custody of the secu-
rity forces and Al knows of no
in which the perpetrators of
1 abuses have been prosecuted,

Al least 30 different forms of
torture have been used in Irmagi pri-
sons, These range from beatings,
including falaga, to burning, ad-
ministration of electric she
and mutilation, Torurers
gouged out the eyes of their vie-
tims, cut off their noses, gars,

= .

¢ Med from their homes in Irag to neighbouring Turkey to escape attacks by government forces

breasts, and penises, and axed
Timbs

Some of these methnds have
been used on children, Sevemeen-
year-obd *Abd thman Ahmad
H who was  executed in
MNovember 1985 in Abu Ghraib
Prison, had been trured by hav-
ng his fingernails pulled cut

Torure of whole groaps of
children has been recorded. Ac-
carding to the testimony of
former detainee released from
Fudailiyya Security Headguarters
i late: 1985, some of the 300 child-
ren and youths from Sulaimaniya
held at the prisan at the time were
beaten, whipped, sexually abused
and given electric shocks. Three

*Abd al-Hadi

Hojutoleslam Sa;
al-Hakin was ¢ ed on 3 March
1985 with twe of his sons, A third
sun, " Al was arrested in May 1983
when be was 15 and has since re-
mained in detention without trial,
His whereabouts are usknown,

of them were transferred to mili-
tary hospital; when they were
returned to their cefls, one died.

Testimonies from former
prisoners at Abu Ghraib Prison
record  torture  specifically
designed o humil and injure

in Anpust 1988

10 abide by internationally recog-
nized standards. Where investi
tion reveals that these laws have
been breached individual culpriis
should be brought 1o trial. [

women and girls. According to
the testimony of a former prisoner
released in September [958, fe-
male priseners have been hung
upside down [rom the feet during
menstruation; objects have slso
been inserted in the vaginas of
young women, causing the hymen
to break.

Al s concerned ahout the shamp
contradiction between the Iragi
Government’s  formal commit-
ment to the ICCPR's provisions
covering the rights of children,
together with own laws
safeguarding children’s rights,
and reparts which indicate that
children are victims of gross hu-
man rights violations,

Al has called on the highest
authoritics i lrag to issuc clear
public instructions to all o
wheat abuse of human rights will nol
be olerated. It has colled for the
establishment of an impartial body
e investigate every case of ol
leged execution, arbitrary arresi,
*disanpenrance”’, and forure,

Al has urged the [ragi Govern-
ment e ensure that all officials
and members of the country's
military and security forces are
meade aware of the law concern-
ing human rights and are rained

International
law violated

Al believes Irag has violated
imternational laws, including
those specifically aimed at pro-
tecting children. In particubar,
the Iragi authorities have vine
lated  the International
Covenant on Civil and Politi-
cal Rights (ICCPR), wh
recognizes the vulnerat af
the young and children’s nead
for special protection. lrag
ratified the [CCPR in 1971
o August 1988 AT prescni-
ed evidence of humnan rights
abuses in lrag—including evi-
dence of the summary execu-
tion of children—to the Unit-
ed Nations Sub-Commission
on Prevention of Discrimina
tion and Protection of Minon
tics. In a reply o the Sub.
Commission Iragi officia
serted that their governmeant
“‘ha d, done its wmost 1o ad-
here 1o its international obliga-
tions in wecordance with inter-
nationsl  human  rights

FOCUS amnesty international, March 1989
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SF 83 ¢ 3%)
MDE 4/03/83

ACTION COMPLEMENTAIRE SUR AU [18/33 (MDE 14/02/33 24 mai)

CRAINTE DE TORTURE/SITUATION
JURTDIQUE/PEINE DE MORT

_IRAK : membres de la famills de AL HAKDM

Paris, la 21 juin 1983

Apmesty Iocernational 4 regu des informacions selon lasguellas § des 130 mambrag

de 1a fanille de Al Rakim, qui avalent Bcé arr@cés dans la ouff'du § aa 10 mal 1983,
aursisnt def axéeurds 1 la prison de Bagdad, le 19 wal 1963, aprds avolr @tk corcucs,
Les parsoopes qui surafent Eté exScurdes tone lag suivane 3

Sexwid alp'eldin 41 E £r2ze 42 Muhamsod Bagher AL ¥akino
Sayyid ibd Al Sanib, 41 ane, frlre de Huhammad Bagher Al kain
Sayyid Muhaomad Hurain, 37 ams3, frfre de Muh amad Bagher Al fakim
Soyyid Kamal, 3% ans, nevey de Muhammad Bagher 41 Hakim

Sayyid ibd ul Tahab, 17 ans, peveus de Huhammad Bagher Al Vakim
irmad 41 Hakin, maver da Moha=mad Baghar Al Hakin

Las exfeutions auraient &c attestées par L'ayacollah Saryid Muhaorad Hussain, qui
avait ausai §ré arvdci dans 1a ouic du 9 aw 10 mai 1983, Zayyid Hubammad Hussaip a,
Par la suite, Eté libérd ac envoyd en Tran avee un maseage de drichs de ]
pouz Huhaomad Bagher Al Haxio. Ce cessage ipcitait Muhamoad Baghar.Al Hakim Bcaessr
s&d critigues envers le gouvernement irajuien, Les avtoricés 1uqu£emn lntnmitn:
Sayyid Muhsemad Fusgain que ses quatre fils, qui avaiant &t8: serdtés &
gue lul, seraient exscutés i lui-nime ne dilivrait pas ca message. 1mm T
AL Eakism en Iran, ec ne revepsic en;\.ln ea Irak. 11 a &cé "euMIIi " an Turqiie ‘et

de 13 s'est rendu an Iraz, sais n'est pas recourné en Irek. On n'a eu sucune pouvelle
dy SOTE Ge sas fils,

D'auzras arcestacions de oechres da la facille Al Hakin auraient eu lieu depuis

le 6/10 mai 1933, Parni les personnes orritées sa trouvenc les dewx fils de

Abd Al Rarzaq il Eakim : Mathsn, 12 ans, et ¥ursddin, 7 sne. Les fermos et lag

fllles de ces hoames arrrés aurafent -uu;-;-.cﬁmes Eté prrivias, ou ga garsisnt cachSasz.

On pewr eraf ndre qua lee autyes meobrap de la Famille Al Hakinm soient exfoutds
& que ceux qui sont détemus soiems tarsuche.

Toutes ces persornes arritées sont des parcuts de 1'Aystollah Huhsmsed Baghee: lew
porte~parole de 1'opposition Shi’i d'Irsgeiens sn exil sn Ivan, et file ds 1lag
chef de la communaucé S5hi'i =m Ivak, 1'Ayartollan Moksen Al Hakim, L'iga da cey’
parscenas arrEcées va de 9 A 76 ans. Flus de €0 son: des religieux, On pensa qua
nochra de cas percornes pourrait Stre das prizsnaiers 4'spinfon dBtenus pour
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