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~ amnesty international |

IRAQ

CHILDREN: INNOCENT VICTIMS OF
POLITICAL REPRESSION

FEBRUARY 1989 Al INDEX: MDE .f%
DISTR: SCIGR/C

amnesty Interratiopal believes tnat children and young people in Irag have
pecome the innocent wictims of & policy of political repression.

The erganization has received information cver the years that children
nave besn arbitrarily arrested and detained without charge or trial, They
mave been imprisoned as 'hostages' in lieu of relatives sought by the
sutherities. They have sometimes "disappeared” following arrest, and their
fate and whereabouts have remained unkmown for years. They have been
tortured ard i1l-treated at the hands of the security forces and some are
raported to have died in custody as a result.

Children nave been sentenced to death. In some instances executions
hawve been carried out without prior legal proceedings or following summary
trials oy =ilizary or special courts. Chiloren nave also been the victims
of deliberate killings by government forces, in some instances on 2 massive
scale. Schoo! children have been apprenended, lined up and summarily shot
in public. They have been shot dead in demonstrations, Whole families,
including children and infants, have Deen killed in Jarge-scale military
attacks by Iragl croops on civilian targets.

The Iragi government’s response to appeals sent by Amnesty
Internationsl on many of these cases are contained in the main text of the
repers. Pubiisned in the appendices of this document are the names of 344
cnildren and young pesple detained by the authorities. The majority have
dissppeared” in detention, Also included are the names of 31 minors aged
below 18 at the time of their arrest and who were subsequentiy reported to
nave been executed. Appengix F contains the photographs of some of che
young wiceims.

Tnig sumearizes a 71-page document, Irag - Children: Innocent
Victims of Political Repression (Al Index FE'E T4/08/88] 1s5ued by AmNesty
Tnterns T February 1080, Anyone wanting further details or to take

action on this issue should consult the full document.

o

INTERMATIONAL SECRETARIAT, 1 EASTON STREET, LONDON WC1X BDJ, UNITED KINGDOM
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KNOW, NOW.
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Channel » fOU ARE HERE: Home > News > Top News > Article

Iraqi Shi'ite cleric assassinated in Basra
FriJun 3, 2005 04:45 AM ET

Printer Friendly | Email Article | Reprints | RSS BETE

Top News BASRA, Iraqg (Reuters) - Gunmen have
assassinated a Shi'ite cleric in the southern Iraqi

Jackson jurors begin oy of Bagra police and relatives said on Friday.

weighing fate of pop
star

They said Ali Abdul-Hussein, the imam of a Shi‘ite
mosque in Basra, was shot outside his house on
Thursday night by two gunmen who then escaped
US criticizes Gulf allies in acar.

on human trafficking

Weak job growth raises
slowdown fears

Dozens of Shi'ite and Sunni clerics have been
assassinated in recent months, and some religious
groups say the killings are an attempt to provoke

MORE =

sectarian civil war in Iraq.
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amnesty

international newsletter

JULY 1983 Volume XIll Number 7 -

Iraq

More than 130 members of
ayatollah’s family arrested

More than 130 members of an exiled
ayatollah's family—ranging in age from
nine to 76—are reported to have been
arrested and detained by Iraq's security
forces in the holy city of Najaf during
May.

More than 90 relatives of Ayatollah
Muhammad Bagher Al Hakim were
arrested on the night of 9/10 May and
another 40 were arrested a week later,
Sixty of those arrested were religious
scholars.

Ayatollah Al Hakim is the spokesman
in [ran of the Iraqi Shi‘i opposition which
is in exile in that country.

He is the son of the late leader of the
Shi‘i community in Irag and is closely
associated with the underground ‘4/
Da'wa Al Islamiya Party, most of whose
members are believed to be Iragi Shi'is.

In March 1980 the government passed

a law making it a capital offence to be a
member of or affiliated to the party.

Many Iraqi Shi‘is have been openly
critical of the war with Iran. The govern-
ment has systematically arrested thou-
sands of them and deported to Iran tens
of thousands whose loyaltics were con-
sidered suspect.

On 24 May Al expressed concern to
the Iragi authorities about the reported
arrest of the Al Hakim family and
requesied clarification of their legal
position.

An official at the Iragi Embassy in
London has confirmed that the arrests
took place. He said on 6 June that the
three eldest members of the family had
been released within two days of arrest
and that releases were continuing—but
that other members of the family were
still being detained for interrogationd
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STOP PRESS: Six members of the
Al Hakim family arrested in Iraq in
May (see this page) are reported to
have been executed on 20 May after
torture In prison in Baghdad. One of
the family, Ayatoliah Sayyid Muhammad
Husain Al-Hakim, Is reported to have
witnessed the executions before being
freed. He was then reportedly ordered
to go to lran and tell Ayatoliah
Muhammad Bagher Al Hakim to stop
criticizing the lraq Government. He is
now reported to be in iran.
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Street » London WC2E 7HF « United Kingdom « Telephone: 01-83G 7788 « Telex: 28

infernational |

AC

EXTERNAL (for AT Index: MDE 14/03/83
general distributien) Distr: UA/SC

20 June 1983

Furcher information on UA 118/83 (MDE 14/02/82 24 May) - Fear of Torture/Legal
Concern/Death Penalty
IRAQ: Members of the Al Hakim family

Amnesty International has received reports that six of the 130 members
of the A1l Hakim family who were arrested om the night of 9/10 May 1983 were
executed in prisen in Baghdad on 19 May 1983 after being tortured. Those
reported to have been executed have been named as:

- Sayyid Ala'uddin Al Hakim, brother of Muhammad Bagher Al Hakim

= Sayyid Abd Al Sahib, aged 41, brother of Muhammad Bagher Al Hakim

= Sayyid Muhammad Husain, aged 37, brother of Muhammad Bagher Al Hakim
‘= Sayyid Kamal, aged 39, nephew of Muhammad Bagher Al Hakim

= Sayyid Abd ul Wahab, aged 37, nephew of Muhammad Bagher Al Hakim

= Ahmad Al Hakim, nephew of Muhammad Bagher Al Hakim

The executions are reported to have been witnessed by Ayatollsh
Sayyid Muhammad Hussain, who had also been arrested on the night of
9/10 May 1983, Savyid Muhammad Busszin was subsequently released and
sent to Iran with a message from the Iraqi authorities to Muhammad Bagher
Al Hakim. The wessage called on Muhawmad Bagher Al Hakim to cease his
criticism of the Iraqi government, Sayyid Muhammad Hussain was told by the
Iraqi authorities that his four sons, who had been arrested with him,
would be executed if he did mot deliver the message to Muhammad Bagher
Al Hakim in Itan and return te Iraq. He was deported to Turkey and travelled from

there toTran but has not returned to Iraq. There has been ne news of the fate of

hie sons.

Further arrests of the Al Hakin family sre reported to have taken place
=ince 9/10 May 1983, Those arrested include the two sons of Abd Al Razzag
ALl Hakim; Mathan, sged 12, and Kureddin, aged 9. Wives and daughters of those
arrested are said to have been either arrested themselves or to have gone
into hiding.

There are fears that furthur members of the Al Hakim family may be
executed and that those in detention may be tortured.

All those arrested are relatives of Ayatollah Muhammad Bzghar Al
Hakim, the spokesman for the exiled Iraqi Shi'i opposition in Iran and son
of the late leader of the Shi'ite commmity in Iraq, Ayatcllah Mohsen Al
Hakim. The ages of those arrested range from nine co 76; more than 60
of those arrested are clergymen. It is believed that many of them may be
priseners of conscience, detained for the non=-violent expression of their
conscientioulsy held beliefs.

Further recommended actionm:

Please continue to send appeals:

- expressing deep Tegrer about the reported executions of six members of
the Al Hakim family and urging that no further executions take place.
State Amnesty International's uncenditional oppesition to the death
penalty. i

Amnesty Intemational is an independ, Adwid working for the international protection of human rights. It seeks

reiease of men and women detained anywhere hecause of their beliefs, colaur, sex, ethnic origin, [anguage or religious creed, provided ti

have not wsed or advocated violence, These are termed prisomers of conscience. It works for fafr and prompr rials for all political priso:

and works on behalf of such people detained without charge or trial It opposes the deark penalty and forture or other cruel, inhumar

3 or p of alf without reservation.
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= urging that all members of the Al Hakim family in detention be humanely
treated in accordance with international standards and be allowed regular

access to a doctor

- requesting clarification of their legal situation and places of detenmtiom,
and urging that they be released immediately unless charged and tried

- wurging that they be granted full legal guarantees including access to a

lawyer
Appeals should be sent to:

His Excellency President Saddam Hussain

Presidential Palace
Kara'adat Marim

Baghdad
Republic of Iraq

His Excellency Sa'adoun Shakir
Minister of the Interior
Ministry of the Interior
Baghdad

BRepublic of Iraq

= : 3 s s = '&
Copies of appeals may be sent to Iragi diplomatic representatives in your cdemtry

Check with the International Secretariat if sending appeals after 20 July 1983.

— Please 1ake action as soon as you receive this Urgent
Action appeal. Carefully read the recommended action.
1f possible, send 2 telegram or express letter immediately
10 one or more of the addresses given. Other letters can
be sent afterwards.

— Telegrams and letters should be brief and couneous.
Stress that your concern for human rights is not in any
way politically partisan. Refer to relevant provisions in
international law, such as the United Nations Universal
Declaration of Human Rights:

Article 3 — “Everyone has the right to life, liberty
and security of person.”

Article 5 — “No one shall be subjected to torture
or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or
punishment.””

Article 9 — “No one shall be subjected to arbitrary
arrest, detention or exile.”

— The name of Amnesty Intemational may be use
although letters written in & private or personal capact
are often mare effective.

]

Copies of appeals should be s2nt 1o relevant diploma
representatives in your country.

— In Urgent Action cases, Amnesty Intemnational has
act rapidly to prevent the ill-treatment of prisoners.
appeal is issued when Amnesty International believe
has recelved reliable and aceurate information in s
cases, It is not always possible to verify all det
independently and in some instances the situation c
lined in the appeal may change. Urgent Action par
pants are always notified of any significant new in
mation.

— Copies of any replies received [rom government aut
ities should be sent immediately to your national sec’
Urgent Action coordinator or direct to the Internati
Secretariat. If appropriate, thank the official whe
replied and ask to be kept informed about the ¢
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In southern Iraq, many Shi‘a Arabs were
reportedly executed by firing-squad in al-
Hilla, al-Samawa, al-Najaf, Karbala’, Basra
and other places in March and April. They
included around 150 men and boys shot at
al-Mahawil Garrison, near al-Hilla, on 16
March. Others were reportedly thrown to
their death from the top floor of al-Hilla
Hospital on 9 March, or pushed into the
Tigris River and Shatt al-'Arab waterway
while alive and with weights tied to their
feet. Victims' bodies were said to have
been dragged through the streets or left
hanging from electricity pylons to terrorize
the local population. Women and children
were widely reported to have been used by
government forces as “human shields” as
they sought to quell the uprising, and to
have been killed in cross-fire. Kurdish
forces opposed to the Iragi Government
also committed human rights abuses,
including summarily executing about 60
unarmed Iragi soldiers in Sulaimaniya in
October following attacks on residential
areas by Iraqi government forces.

Amnesty International made renewed
calls to the government for an end to
human rights violations by Iraqi forces in
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OFFICE DES NATIONS UNIES A GENEVE \( 3 UNITED NATIONS OFFICE AT GEMEVA
— AN 71 -

CENTRE POLIR LES DROITS DE L' HOMME e CENTRE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS
A\ B
Telégrammes : UNATIONS, GENEVE Palais des Nations g v"’l
Telex ; 28 969 CH - 1211 BENEVE 10 A

Téfgphenr : MHEO1T 320211
REF Ne: G/80 217/5 CONF
4 rappeler dess |8 ripons;
5 February 1988

Dear Dr. Al-Hakim,

. At the request of the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary
Disappearances, L have the honour to send to you, under separate tover, a copy

of the Group's report to the forty—fourth session of the Commission on Human
Righta (E/CN.4/1988/19 and Add.1).

The Working Group would be very interested in receiving any comments om
the report or those parts which are of particular concern te you, as well as
any other information on enforced or involuntary disappearances you may wish
to submit.

The Group's twenty-fourth session has in prineciple been scheduled to take
place during the period May/June 1988. All communicstions for that session
should therefore reach the Centre for Human Rights, United Wations Office at
Geneva, CH-1211 Gen&ve 10, not later than 15 April 1988.

Yours sincerely,
org Mautngk-Markhof
ecracary

Working Group on Enforced or
Involuntary Disappearances

Dr. S. Al-Hakim

Organization of Human Rights in Irag
72, Teoting Bec Road

LONDON SWl7 BBE

United Kingdom
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ORGANISATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS OF THE SHTA MAJORITY IN IRAQ

C/0 124 Wandle Road, Morden, Surrey SM4 6AE UK

Tel : 44+ 20 8640 3428
Fax: 44+ 20 8640 3428
Email : Alhakim@iraq.org.com
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